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people from other buildings in our street, whom we would have fought andkilled if not for the arrival
of the mob, joined with us against the commonenemy. The battle spilled into another street, but
then we all stopped fightingeach other and rallied together against a screaming horde that came
southacross the river bridge, looking for blood.
Casey. Never forget that for a second.”I square my shoulders and don’t look up. He needs me
enough that I can get away with it. “I’ll bear thatin mind, Fred.”
Lydia and Robert had their suspicions when they returned by the dawn’s light tofind their legal
commander missing. The remaining Terragens Marines glared atAthaclena in open distrust. A
small band of chims had gone throughPrathachulthorn’s room, cleaning away all signs of struggle
before any humans gotthere, but they couldn’t hide the fact that Prathachulthorn had gone without
a noteor any trace.
infirmity, she dreaded senility or a stroke that, while leaving herphysically functional, would steal
her memory an alter her personality.
Peter, watching in the park across from the church, didn't know what hewould do with the girl, but
he knew he had to stop her. He could notimagine hurting a teenager, but he might have ipad
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from here.
Kelerison removed the paper collar and nibbed his head."So you do. Well. You have found your
weapon. Now yousee why I have such a distaste for those legal documents youinsist on forcing
into my hands."
smell of putrescence, the fell mage's last spell, was overwhelming. He leaptbetween the limbs of
two tangled reavers, squirmed through a narrow chasm.
“It’s not one of ours,” Brinker stated bluntly, getting as close to the screen as he could.“It’s Soviet ?
a SAR,” Peter replied confidently. “It’s definitely one of theirs.”“Radio contact?”Peter fired at
theCommandCenterwatch officer.
Their hands still wet, the priests donned masks of papier-maché that caused them to take on
theappearance of articulated fish, scales gleaming, gills starkly delineated, round eyes staring
unblinkingly.
As I'd half-expected, Linda pinged my implant, but with her 'can't talknow' signal. That let me know
to be ready to go. I sent back a double-ping toacknowledge.
Most times he didn't want it to be about him, but this time he did. Because he refused to accept
Lyle'salternative that Gia had triggered the manifestations. Or maybe he was afraid to accept it.
He didn't wantGia involved.
“I recognized Destrier.” Beau set a glass in front of Isabelle. “He’s too old now for such a long ride.
Hehas an ingrown lash in his right eye that should be seen to.” In a world where every man prized
himself onhis horsemanship, that was first point to Beau.
Pierce escorted Maria to the dining hall, where the murals were now completely whitewashed, and
l
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went to the servants' mess hall, where the cooks gave him a kind of vegetablestew.
Lisele didn't get the words of Lu-teng's answer, but the tone of protest came clearly enough.
Delarov shookher head. "I know it scalps us in Drive and Engineering. Can't be helped. There's a



Tsa ship on the forwardscreens; if it comes within danger range we mustn't have any conscious
minds aboard, that can't hold calm at allcosts."
Rangone felt his heart constrict. As a surgeon, empathy was his business."There will be no ships,
Commander. We will have to rely on the one wehave. I can see by your expression that the
implications of this have notescaped you. We are here to decide on a course of action. Templeton
willoutline the alternatives."
There followed a minute or so of almost indescribable confusion. It started with Nan assuming she
had nobody and walking into a tree. She was just as solid as ever, and knocked herself quite silly
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